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THE  OLD  BACHELOIL 


No.  L 


Eheu!  fugaces,  Fostuyne,  Fostuym^ 

Labuutur  anni :  nec  pietas  lyioraui 
liufis.  el  instanti  senectae 
jdjjeret^  indomitaeque  ynorti. 

Hob  ACE.  Li  B.  2.  On  11 

floxv  szciftly  glide  our  fleeting  Years  ! 

Alas!  nor  Piety^  nor  Tears 
Can  stop  the  fleeting  Day  ; 

Deep  furroiL^d  IVrinkles,  posting  Age 
And  Deatli^s  unconquerable  Huge, 

Are  strangers  to  Delay,  Francis. 

ALA  S  !  it  Is  too  true  :  I  can  no  longer  hide  the  melancholy  lac^ 
even  from  myself;  I  am,  indeed,  an  old  bachelor.  Vet  let  not  the 
eonlession  deprive  me  of  a  single  reader,  for  mv  fate  is  not  a  volun¬ 
tary  one;  it  it  were,  1  should  look  for  neglect,  becaii.se  I  should 
led  that  I  Jeserved  it.  But  Jet  the  reader  believe  the  assurinc.p.. 
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which,  on  further  acijuaintance,  I  flatter  mysell,  he  will  not  flouht: 
that  no  narrow  anti  sordicl  cast  of  character,  no  selfish  love  of  soli- 
tilde  and  silence,  no  frost  of  the  spirit,  nor  (what  is  more  Irecjuent' 
liabits  ol  low  and  grovelling  vice  have  kept  me  so  long  a  hachelor. 
No,  gentle  and  friendly  reader,  I  am  a  bachelor,  as  Mollere\s  Mock 
Doctor  was  a  physician — hi  split  of  myself.  Lor  the  last  five  and 
twenty  years  of  my  lile,  I  have  not  failed  to  dispute  tins  point  o( 
dying  a  bachelor,  once  a  year,  with  some  charming  woman  or 
otfier  :  hut  as,  in  every  such  case,  she  was  both  judge  and  [  any,  I 
laied  accordin2;lv — I  lost  mv  suit. 

Nor  let  my  ill  success  he  ascribed  to  any  fickleness  or  petulence 
on  my  part  ;  for  I  never  changed  the  object  more  than  once  a  year  ; 
nor  desisted  until  I  had  met  a  rebuff  for  every  season  in  it.  I'his 
la^t  rule  of  conduct  I  ad  )pted  for  a  philosophical  reason;  lor  al¬ 
though  I  knew  that,  in  general.  May  was  the  mother  of  love,  yet 
1  knew  also,  that  the  sex  was  not  so  mere  a  thermometer  as  to  de¬ 
pend  entirely  on  the  weather.  1  knew  that  the  peculiar  cast  of 
character  had  much  to  do  with  this  business  ;  and  that  although  it 
might,  in  some  cases,  require  the  genial  ray  of  Spi  lng,  or  the  more 
fervid  one  of  Summer  to  touch  the  consecrated  snow  that  lies  on 
Dian’s  lap,'’  yet  that,  in  others,  tlie  same  approach  of  the  sun  might 
volatilize  and  dissipate  the  character  beyond  the  point  of  steady 
thought  and  feeling.  Hence  1  follow^ed  and  watched  my  reigning 
fair  on(‘  through  every  sign  n  the  zodiac,  with  all  the  assiduity  and 
euthuslasm  of  an  astronomer,  but  witl.out  ever  having,  once,  had 
the  felicity  to  observe  a  conjunction.  I  have  tried  every  age  from 
fifteen  to  forty,  and  every  complexion,  from  the  Italian  brunette  to 
the  dazzling  and  transparent  white  of  Circassia.  Nor  let  it  be 
supposed  that  I  have  gone  about  this  as  a  matter  of  business,  as  if 
at  tiiated  merely  hv  a  cold  and  formal  sense  of  duty.  On  the  con¬ 
trary,  I  think  i  can  truly  allii  m,  that  there  never  beat  in  the  bosom 
of  man  a  lieart  more  alive  than  mine  to  all  tliat  is  charming  in  wo¬ 
man.  Indeed,  it  is  to  this  excess  ot  feeling,  and  the  officious,  awk- 
ward,  and  laliouiug  anxiety  of  manners  which  it  generates,  tliat  I 
charge  the  ill  success  of  iny  courtships.  Yet  few  men  have  had  a 
better  o])j)oi tiinity  than  mvself  to  gain  tlie  polished  negligence  so 
pleasing  to  women.  The  reader  may  not  be  displeased  with  a 
sketch  of  my  llle  ;  he  has,  indeed,  a  right  to  know  the  man  who 
addresses  him,  \vh(‘llier  for  the  purjiose  of  amusement  or  instruction, 
and  I  shall  introduce  myself  to  him,  if  he  please,  without  reserve 
or  apology. 

i  am  a  native,  ol  Virginia,  and  lostmv  father  at  an  age  too  voiing 
to  retain  any  knowlt*dge  of  him.  In  tlie  year  1770,  after  ha'ing, 
graduated  at  IVincelon  College,  I  travelled,  by  the  indulgence  of 
the  best  of  nuitbers,  over  the  whole  of  civilized  and  refined  Europe; 
visited  ever V  court,  associated  with  th(‘  first  circles,  and,  what  will 
aopear  strange  to  those  who  know  me  mnv,  receiv(*d  a  brilliant 
CiMP pliinciit.  on  mv  ad.uess  from  the  most  polished  nobiemiin  lluO 
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rver  adorne J  a  court.  1  returned  to  native  country  in  time  to 
witness  the  opening  of  the  war  with  Great  ifiitain,  and  to  receive 
one  hall  in  my  hip  and  another  in  my  shoulder  at  the  battle  of  Bran¬ 
dywine.  This  put  an  end  to  my  campaigning  ;  for,  ever  since,  F 
have  been  compelled  to  hobble  on  a  cane,  and  have  been  unable  to 
lift  any  weight  in  my  right  hand,  much  heavier  than  my  pen. 

My  mother  (who  is  now  an  angel  in  lleaNen)  had  taken  it  into 
her  head,  with  that  erring  paitlality  which  is  so  natural,  so  excus- 
nble,  and  even  so  amiable  in  a  parent,  that  there  w'as  soniethin^^  un-^ 
common  in  my  character,  and  that  I  was  formed  to  make  a  figure 
in  some  line  or  other.  Not  being  able,  however,  to  define  to  her 
owm  satisfaction  in  what  the  peculiar  superiority  of  my  mind  con¬ 
sisted,  nor  consequently  what  the  particular  profession  was  in  which 
I  was  destined  to  shine,  she  deterii'.ined  that  1  should  try  them  all 
round,  until  the  chord  of  genius  w'as  struck,  and  directed  my  first 
ertbrts  to  the  study  of  law\  Jler  will  was  /aiv  ;  and  I  knew  no 
pleasure  on  earth  equal  to  that  obeying  it.  1  entered,  therefore, 
at  once,  on  the  Herculean  labour  of  the  law  ;  and  an  Herculean 
one  I  made  it;  for  having,  early  in  life,  adopted  the  maxim,  that 

whatever  is  worth  doing,  is  worth  doing  well,’'  i  took  a  route  in 
the  study  suggested  by  my  own  judgment.  I)i»sati>fied  with  the 
jejune  course  commonly  pursued,  and  aspiring  to  something  heyond 
mediocrity,  1  took  the  science  from  its  basis,  the  law  of  nature  ; 
and  raised  upon  it  an  unusual  and  most  extensive  superstructure  of 
national  and  civil,  as  w’cll  as  municipal  law.  Put  my  success  by  no 
means  corresponded  with  the  preparation  ;  for  when  I  came  to  the 
bar  of  my  country,  t  found  that  I  was  like  a  seventy-four  gun  ship 
aground  in  a  creek  ;  while  every  pettifogger,  with  his  canoe  and 
paddle,  was  able  to  dodge  around  and  get  a-bead  of  me.  I.  found 
myself,  in  short,  so  entirely  eclipsed  by  littleness,  chicanery  and 
sophistry  set  off  by  a  bold  and  confident  front,  and  a  loud  and  vo¬ 
luble  tongue,  that  having  no  necessity  to  continue  the  practice,  J 
retired  from  it,  I  will  not  say,  in  disgust  ;  but  under  a  conviction, 
that  the  profession  was  an  Augean  stall  w  hich  required  cleansing, 

,  ,  •  II  •  ^  •  1*  *  1  ^  *  .• 

and  that,  to  give  it  all  its  appropriate  dignity  and  attraction,  a  fun¬ 
damental  reformation  was  indispenslble.  On  this  subject,  tiie 
rcvider  w'ill  hear  farther  from  me  in  the  course  of  these  papers  ;  at 
present,  I  return  to  my  narrative. 

Having  thus  ascertained  to  my  mother  that  the  bar  was  nut  llie 
theatre  for  which  my  stars  designed  me  ;  having  (not  to  disguise 
the  matter)  entirely  failed  in  it,  ‘‘  rather'’  (us  my  indulgent  and 
too  partial  parent  was  wont  to  say)  from  the  delicacy  of  my 
feelings  than  my  w'ant  of  parts  I  entered,  at  her  desire,  in  the 
next  place,  on  the  study  of  physic.  With  this  as  a  study,  I  was 
in  the  highest  degree,  delighted.  The  subjects  which  it  treated— 
the  curious  structure  and  economy  of  the  human  system  ;  the  his- 
cory  of  diseases,  their  remote  and  subtle  symptoms,  and  the  mode 
of  ascertaining  and  combatting  them  ;  the  countless  dlversitiy  of 
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f  insular  aiiVctions,  mental  and  cut  porea],  n  ltli  which  tlie  hook? 
abounded:  and  the  astonishing  proofs  ol  t!ie  sagacity  ol  men  in 
the  various  and  beautiful  tlieories  proposed  lor  explaining  the  causes 

of  our  maladies,  and  vvaging  war  against  tlie  king  ol  terrors - 

were  interesting  to  me  beyond  expression.  1  pursued  tlie  study 
not  as  a  labou;,  h\i\.  cun  amorc  :  and  although  !  was  somewhat 
advanced  in  ag^,  and  the  mischievous  wags,  my  fellow'  students, 
in  sly  allusion  to  my  former  profession  and  my  failuie  in  it,  u^ed 
to  gleet  me  every  morning  when  I  entered  tlie  lecture  room  w  ith 
a  mock-tragic  bow'  and  the  L.  L.  I).  and  A.  S  S.  wbicb  liave 
since  made,  sucb  a  figure  in  tlie  mouth  of  Doctor  Pangloss  ;  yet 
as  they  shewed  plainly  enough,  tliat  tiiev  loved,  and  if  necessary, 
would  have  shed  their  blood  for  me.  I  took  it  all  in  good  part,  and 
pressed  on  in  mv  studies  with  unabated  ardor. 

'Pbei  'e  were,  however,  two  circumstances  in  this  proiession 
that  gave  me  great  innuietude  ;  the  first  was  the  muUitnde  oi  nii- 
seiahie  .'pertacies  in  the  hospitals  wliich  were,  daily,  appealing  to 
mv  svm|>atliy  ;  and  the  other,  the  (*xtreme  uncertainty  of  tlie  le- 
ineclics  which  were  exh.ibited  of  their  reiicl.  On  tlie  first  head, 
however,  J  wa''  consoled  hv  learning  tliat  1  should  soon  become  u* 
ted  to  it,  and  grow  callous  to  tlic  touch  of  another's  w'oe  ;  and  on 
the  last,  mv  vaintv  was  flattered  hy  being  leminded  of  tiie  scope 
which  this  uncertainty  gave  to  genius,  and  the  vast  region  of  tcn  o^ 
htro^n  f-7,  which  tlius  courted  the  enterprize  ol  tl:e  adventurer, 
^riie  readei  when  he  comes  to  know'  me,  will  believe  that  1  was 
not  much  soothed  or  gratified  hy  eitlicr  oi  these  prospects;  the 
total  extinction  of’  mv  sympathies  lor  my  leliew  man  ;  or  voyages 
Ol  discoverv  to  lie  made  on  seas  of  human  blood.  Still  aniuscfl 
however,  with  tlie  science,  and  animated  by  the  hope  tliat  it  miglit 
(jualifv  me  in  some  cases  to  be  of  service  to  mv  Icllow  creatuies,  I 
pi  e>s  ed  on  to  a  d  ploma  :  and  having  olitained  that  and  procured 
a  supply  of  medicines,  I  ri'tu.ned  to  my  paternal  estate  to  dis¬ 
pense  the  fruits  of  my  studies. 

.Vlas  !  my  medical  cai'ccr  was  a  very  sliort  one  ;  for  the  first  pa^ 

lienl  submitted  to  my  skill,  was  mv  own  beloved  '  mother. - 

All!  how  unavailing,  how  contemptible  then  appeared  to  me  all 
the  poweis  of  tlie  art  !  I  called  in  my  instructors.  It  was  in 
vain,  the  disease  gathered  strength  every  hour  ;  and  I  distinctly 
saw'  the  approach  of  death!  Alas! — But  I  forget  tlcat  I  leave  no 
claim  on  the  sympathy  of  the  readers.  S!ic  expired  in  my  arms* 
and  I  Was  no  longer  a  physician. 

'fhe  lo  ss  of  sucli  a  parent,  in  such  circumstances — vvho.se  laA 
intv'lligihle  whisper  was — God  bless  you  mv  son  I*’  and  that  ac- 

C4*  npanied  with  sindi  a  look - vvliose  recollection,  even  at  tlic 

di  stance  of  time,  cuts  me  to  the  heart,  and  fills  my  eyes  with  tears 

- “the  loss  of  such  a  mother  the  last  speculation  of  w  ho.*^': 

eves  was  fixeil  with  the  fondest,  tenderest  alTection,  and  dried  i  p 
on  !ier  son — wiiusc  soul  I  sav/,  as  it  were,  Lunuhed  into  eternity — - 
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and  fancied  tivat  I  could  almost  see  tlie  Iiici-lorin  velucle  tliat  tlicii 
recived  and  clothed  her  spirit — such  a  scene  gave  me  a  view  of  c- 
ternlty  so  near  and  close,  as  to  seize  all  the  powers  of  mv  mini 
and  ail  the  sources  of  mv  feeling,  and  unfit  me  for  every  thing  but 
the  contemp’ation  of  that  vast  and  awf  ui  subject. 

Knthus  asm  is  the  riiomment  feature  of  my  character  ;  and  it 
)s  not  a  matter  of  wonder  that  so  excited,  my  genius  took  a  new 
iliri'c.tion,  that  mv  abortive  elloits  to  shield  mv  fellow  creatures 
f.  om  dealii  were  now  converted  tn:o  an  exei  tion  to  teach  them 
110 w  to  die.  1  iniiiiediatel y  set  about  acrjuiring  the  Hebrew  Ian- 
on  ige  ;  studied  the  old  testament  with  all  the  commentaries  of  the 
Kibbis  ;  procured  iiritl  read  all  the  remains  oi  Porphyrv',  Jambli- 
clius,  and  the  whole  tribe  of  electric  pbdosophers,  wlio  in  the 
third  and  iou.th  centuries  attacked  the  religion  of  the  son  of 
God  ;  togetlier  witli  llie  able,  tlie  eloquent  and  conclusive  re¬ 
plies  of  the  Christ  lan  fathers  ;  travelled  minutely  and  laboriously, 
through  the  wliule  course  of  ev’clesiasto  al  historv,  and  perused  ev¬ 
ery  thing  of  any  note,  pro  dnd  con  on  the  Christian  controversy 
and  scheme  of  salvation,  which  had  ever  hmui  published  either  in 
Europe  or  America.  And  although,  at  last,  I  did  not  feel  mv- 
self  authorised  to  enter  the  sacred  deskin  the  character  of  a  teach¬ 
er,  yet  J  shall  never  regret  my  havinii  fortified  my  own  faith  a- 
gainst  the  assaults  of  sopiiistry  and  qiiallfied  myself  to  silence  the 
cavils  and  witticisms  of  the  Inlidel. 

ijiU  I  am  admonished  by  my  sheet  of  paper  that  I  am  already 
indulged  tlie  garrulitv  of  age  far  enough  fur  one  number.  In  the 
next  I  propose  to  close  the  account  of  mvself,  and  to  explain  the 
motive  and  object  of  these  papers. 


r.xTiiAr.T  ruo'T'rnr  tf/fter  book  of  a  gentleman  lately 

DECEASE  O.  V 


TO  JiLIA. 


Til  E  objection  1  mentioned  in  mv  last  to  Sliakspeare's  want  of 
j^octic  justice,  applies  perliaps  more  to  Opliebi  than  to  Coidelia  or 
l)e  rdc mona.  Stiakspear  woulJ  sliew  that  the  efiects  of  i^ear’s 
I'ditialitv  and  f)the!!o\s  jealousv  fall  upon  the  viituous  equally  with 
tlie  ruiltv  :  hut  Oplielra's  fate  is  too  distant  a  consequence  of  Ham- 
let's  pi  eicnflcd  madness,  d'hc  pi ctcodcd  madness  of  Hamlet  was 
j'lstih  tide  ;  tlie  p.ii  tiaiify  id  l<»‘ar  and  l!  i*  jcalousv  o!  Othello  not 
so  :  t}j)!ielia*s  de^jtrii  tion  is  t!ie  consi'ijiieoce  of  an  innocent  act  ; 
^  I A  4%  3^  .1  n  1 1  ])  c.'dernon  i’s  are  the  natural  result  of  Eear’s  and 

Oiticlio  s  cri.mina*  blindness  and  rage.  \  et  I  like  not  tlie  amend- 
rieiit,  or  rather  alteration,  wbich  reinstates  Eear  on  tbe  ihrone  ; 
nor  would  [  wiali  ti  e  la.^t  scene  ul  th(*  la«t  aot  of  Hamlet  to  close 
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wiih  his  establislinient  uii  ilie  llirone  of  De  ninark  and  un^bn  with 
0|)he  lia.  It  would  be  so  much  like  the  happ^  conclusion  ot  al  uuf 
novels,  that,  with  the  expectation  of  such  an  issue,  with  the  best 
acting  of  a  Kemble,  Cook,  and  Siddons,  I  should  not  shed  a  tear 
during  the  f  epresentation.  rhank  heaven,  Shakspcare  was  nature’s 
critic  ;  modern  refinement  would  h.ave  halt  ruined  him.  W  ere  he. 
now  alive,  and  should  read  all  the  comments  and  all  the  criticisms 
that  have  been  written  on  his  plays,  and  should  engage  to  write  as 
many  more,  depend  upon  it  they  would  scarcely  reach  a  second 
edition,  nor  w’ould  he  reap  the  benefit  of  a  third  night. 

But  Shakspear  generally  rewards  virtue  and  constancy.  W^It- 
negs  your  namesake  in  'Fhe  H\vo  Gentlemen  of  Verona.”  W^ou  d 
you  have  been  thus  constant,  so  treated  by  a  o^er?  I  was  once 
reading  to  Delia  P;  lor’s  Henry  and  Cmma” — had  come  to  that 
pa  rt  where  Emma  begs  to  with  Henry  in  the  habit  of  a  page, 
to  wait  upon  him,  and  even  on  the  mistress  whom  he  should  marry ; 
when  she  pronounced  such  a  sentiment,  unnatural  and  even  impos¬ 
sible,  and  declared  that  Henry  ought  to  despise  her  for  her  mean¬ 
ness  and  destitution  of  spirit,  I  gravely  maintained  a  contrary  ar¬ 
gument.  There  is  no  knowing,  Julia,  what  a  woman  will  not  do, 
when  you  are  violently  in  love  ;  or  what  you  do  not  imagine  you 
have  power  ta  compass.  Besides,  is  there  any  thing  unnatural  in 
Kinma's  wish  ?  Could  she  not  at  least  6e//ere  that  she  should  be 
happy  merely  wiih  his  company,  though  his  embraces  were  ano~ 
ihers  ?  Those  wdio  greatly  love,  can  feed  long  on  a  /oo4,  and  deem 
an  hour’s  convcr.sation  the  highest  luxury  of  enjoyment.  Have 
you  never  spent  a  day  in  rapturous  expectation  of  the  soft  inter¬ 
course  of  eyes,  and  witching  exchange  of  syllables  at  eve  ?  If  sue]- 
he  the  pleasure  of  expectancy,  bow  much  greater  is  the  friutioii. 
^rhus  happy,  could  not  Kmina  believe  she  couid  here  pause,  and 
“  seek  to  know  no  morc  l^” — 1  well  remember,  long  ere  the  down 
overspread  my  chin,  the  enjoyment  that  the  sight  of  a  certain  young 
ml.ss  gave  mt*,  though  I  never  heard  her  speak,  \  es,  for  mon  hs 
have  I  stood  at  the  door  to  watch  her  comings  in  and  goings  out” 
from  tlie  house  of  her  brother  adjoining,  and  feasted  the  live  long 
day  on  the  hare  remembrance  of  the  sight,  and  have  believed  it 
would  be  the  heaven  of  happiness  to  sit  by  her, 

And  hear  and  see  her  all  the  zchlle 

Softly  speak  avd  szceelly  smile. 

Sucli  is  happiness,  the  repetition  of  which  nor  palls  nor  disgusts, 
but  yields  a  finer  edge.  D  Iscard  then  from  belief,  and  efface  from 
memory  the  coujilet, 

That  cruel  something  unpossest. 

Corrodes  and  leavens  all  the  rest. 

Wh  y  even  now,  sometimes  on  a  Sunday,  though  I  am  not  guilty 
of  idolatry  in  worshipping  any  tl.mg  created,  v  et  I  consider  it  an 
act  of  piety  to  look  with  awe  and  reverence  upon  the  most  exqui*^ 


iteiy  oi  heaven’s  hanclj  works.  How  much  more  exalioH 

Jo  tlius  become  oui  ideas  of  the  Creator,  the  lowest  ot  whose 
works  above  excel  the  hrlghest  here  :  how  anxious  then  must  we 
become  so  to  conduct  in  this  world  as  to  be  able  hereafter  to  behoid 
w’hai  it  hath  not  here  entered  into  the  heart  ol  man  to  conceive. 

Have  you  read  Crah/be’s  poems  ?  He  is  deservedly  becoming 
one  of  the  standing  poets.  In  one  of  his  poems  he  repeats  several 
times  this  line, 

/  preach  forever  j  and  /  preach  in  tairi,'^'* 

So  will  be  my  preaching  to  you.  Marry  you  will  ;  but  don’t  be 
in  haste,  Juha,  never  do  things  in  a  hurry.  VV" e  ought  to  think  ol 
death,  and  prepare  for  it  ;  as  to  matrimony,  put  Itir  away  the 
evil  day.”  Wedlock  is  a  Tcagi  comedy,  a  serious  affair,  and  no 
farce^  But,  to  many,  is  a  duty  we  owe  to  society.  True,  but  it 
is  not  incumben;  on  all,  and  all  have  a  right  to  choo^e  then*  own 
time;  you  are  yet  but — what? — eighteen  or  nineteen  ;  and  delay, 
with  you  can  never  be  dangeious;  your  full  rolling  blue  eyes,  your 
lips  of  enticement,  and  your  lively  tongue,  with  the  wit  the  senti¬ 
ment,  and  soul  it  preaches,  can  reduce  to  vassalage  whom  and  when 
they  please.  V  ou  may  begin  seriously  to  cast  about  for  an  assist¬ 
ant  in  duty  six  or  eight  years  hence.  And  you  must  not  enter 
upon  this  untried  .state  of  being*’  till  1  um  consulted.  Believe 
me,  Julia,  1  can  judge  better  than  you.  Tlnee  fourths  of  the  4imi. 
you  women  a*'e  deceived.  Let  me  be  acqn  tinted  with  the  candi¬ 
date.  I  can  discover  whether  he  is  most  attracted  by  the  purse 
the  person,  or  the  mind.  His  iaults  you  will  see  as  through  a 
glass  darkly:*'  his  virtues  you  will  magnily.  Vour  eye  may  con¬ 
vert  to  gold  what  is  gilded  brass.  Let  me  sift  him,  and  I  w  ill  ho' 
nestly  lay  before  you  his  chaff’  and  his  grain.  V  et  this  Is  idle  talk  i 
tor  when  a  female  is  derperately  bent  on  matrimony,  she  believes  no 
friend,  and  yields  to  no  advice.  All  admonition  is  vain,  all  attempts 
abortive,  in  correcting  that  vision,  which,  in  lixt  per:>pective,  sees 
roses  in  the  hymeneal  garden  flourishing  in  cold  December,  and 
every  tree  bendm  ^  with  dell  ious  f.  uit  thi  ougfiout  the. year.  The 
delusion  must  rage  its  hour,  then  comes  the  sad  reality.  Yet  it 
you  discover  that  your  affections  are  unalterably  fixed,  1  would 
£iot  dissuade  from  early  marriage.  The  first  transports  passed, 
you  may  wake  not  to  a  sad,  but  to  a  long  and  pleasant  reality. — 
Such  things,  though  not  very  frequent,  have  happened,  and  may 
again.  .  By  wedlock  the  constitution  of  tiie  mind  undergoes  a 
great  change.  The  siin  before  w  ithheld  his  rays  from  no  object  ; 
clouds  will  now  often  overspread  the  blue  serene. — When  1  was 
sixteen  I  often  used  to  wonder  whether  my  parents  ever  loved  as 
fdid.  My  conclusion  was  in  the  negative,  erroneously  without 
doubt. 

1  once  heard  Delia  say  that  slie  believed  Hymen  generally  rais- 

a  tombstone  over  all  thf!  encliantment  of  affection,  but  she  did 
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as  you  will  <lo  ;  being  not  (jiilte  certain,  curiosity  impelled  lier  Ik. 
seek  knowledge  from  experiment.  Tlieorv  may^  be  lallacious.  ex¬ 
perience*  certain  knowledge.  She  flatly  contradicted  .lohnson's 
declaralion,  “marriage  has  many  evils  i)Ut  celibacy  wo  pleastncs,''' 
l>ut  the  great  man  said  t  his  rallier  hastil  V.  I  * e  probidily  had  liiiie 
pleasure  in  marriage  and  less  in  celibacy. —  He  was  but  little  more 
than  lorlv’  when  his  “  dear  Tcltv”  died  ;  vvhv  did  he  not  marry 
again?  Dr  why  was  he  single  so  long?  All  that  is  lawful  “  this 
side  ol  idolatry,’'  as  Hen  Johnson  said  of  Shakspear,  I  adote 
111  e  model  II  Socrates,  y  et  he  is  sometimes  a  little  disingenuous. 
He  married  a  woman  almost  as  old  again  as  himself;  and,  though 
none  of  Ins  biographers  so  insinuate,  I  must  suppose  that  it  could 
not  he  altogether  what  lie  pronounced  it,  “  a  love  match,*’  Gar¬ 
rick  descrlhed  iier  corpulent,  red-faced,  and,  Ironi  the  use  of  cor¬ 
dials  perliaps,  pimpled.  Hut  Jolmson  was  poor;  and  men  of  ge¬ 
nius  like  other  men  in  despondency  sometimes  seek  relief  hy 

means  to  which  in  more  fortunate  circumstances  they  v.  ould  not 

•/ 

resort.  She  A  eight  hundred  ponds  star/ 'nig ^  a  Pern  for  a 

poet.  But  a  partial  purse  never  increases  and  seldom  retains.  In 
a  few  y  ears  he  was  obliged  to  even  pawn  liie  table-spoons  :  and  the 
good  and  great  man  was  sometimes  irregular  in  his  habits.  She 
sometimes  reproached  him.  He  was  not  made  to  bear  reproa(  Ii 
from  man,  much  less  from  woman.  Oh  !  tlulia,  should  vou  wed 
one  who  may  sometimes  act  amiss,  never ^  never ^  never  scoi.u — 
Indeed  i/ot/  would  not;  an  unkind  word  would  die  at  the  ruby 
gates  of  its  passage. —  I  liave  wished  that  he  had  been  in  easier 
circumstances,  more  happily  married,  and  a  father.  Vet  I  do  not 
wish  it.  His  poverty  made  him  great.  Had  he  betm  wealthy,  a 
world  of  wiodom  and  virtue  had  been  \ost  to  ihe  world.  I  am  sur¬ 
prised  that  lioswell,  wliose  biography  has  gratified  me  more  than 
•^ny  otiier,  little  as  I  admire,  and  olteii  as  I  laugh  at  the  hi(>gi  ajiher, 
says  not  a  word  of  the  eight  hundred  pounds  sterling.  Johnson 
surely  spoke  too  ntu  di  from  his  own,  and  too  little  from  geneial 
experience,  when  he  made  tiie  remark  that  “  celibacy  has  no 
pleasures.’' 

I>ut  I  must  pause.  \  ou  perceive  inv  e])istolarv  tliat  resembles 
the  irregularity  of  mv  conversation.  \\  hat  first  rises  in  thebiain 
oozes  from  the  pen. — d\*H  my  sister  I’ortia  that  though  1  promised 
to  write  helore  tin*  lOth  td  this  month,  and  have  neglected  it,  I 
will  shortly  luifi!  t!ie  obligation  ()iri!t  not  writing  to  me  within  a 
fortnight.  Cheer  me  with  vour  livelvpen.  Ask  me  any'  questions 
Interesting  to  yourself  ;  perhaps  vou  may  find  utility  in  an  o/d 
vian\^  solutions  or  advice.  Adieu,  my  dear  cousin. 

EUCARDirS. 


S  O  Jf /;  TII/XG  G  ODD. 

“  I  langlied  lieartily  the  otlo'r  day  at  the  ingenuity  and  presenee 
of  mind  hv  whicli  an  English  Serjeant  at  Law,  celebrated  for  Im!- 
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Ivinii  und  hrow-beatmi^  witnesses,  saved  hinK'eli  iioin  the  indionitj 
an. I  coiporeal  pi-jn  ol  a  ji;o(jd  He  ha(!,  it  appears,  on 

the  we.^tern  circuit,  riio?t  giossly  insulted  a  verv  respectable  gen- 
tie  iiian  in  court,  in  tlie  coiuse  ol  a  ci oss-exaiuination.  ^rhe  next 
morning,  very  eailv,  the  insulted  party  proc  eeded  to  tl^.e  lodgings 
ol  the  ad’,  ovate,  witli  a  good  liorse-whip  in  his  hand,  and  retjuested 
of  the  clerk  to  see  his  master,  alleging  tliat  he  had  some  business 
o(  great  inipoitance.  ^hlie  clerk  showed  the  geiitlemun  into  Ins 
bed-room,  where  belay  last  asleep,  and,  upon  awakening,  was  ad¬ 
dressed  by  bis  visitor  as  follows: — Sir,  !  am  the  peison  wliom 
you  treated  so  scandalously  yesierdav  In  court,  without  any  leason, 
and  1  have  come  personally  to  cliasUse  vou  with  this  hoise-wbip 
lor  your  insolence.”  Are  vou  indeed  replied  the  barrister, 
l)Ut  surely  you  will  not  strike  a  man  In  bed.”  No,  Sir,  I 
pli^dge  my  lionor  not  to  do  that,”  said  tlie  gentleman.  ^I’h.en, 

by  - ,”  e.xclaimed  tlie  serjeant,  ‘‘  I  will  lie  till  doomsday  ”  "I'he 

luimour  of  the  thoui^ht  disarmed  the  an^tir  of  the  atl'onted  neri- 

.  cS  .  ^  ^  ^ 

tlernan,  and,  bursting  into  a  nt  ol  laughter,  he  said — ""  '^I'here,  Sir, 
you  may  He  as  long  as  you  like  ;  1  will  not  molest  vou  this  t:n;e  ; 
but  let  me  recommend  you  never  again  to  hold  up  a  person  of  ics- 
pectabillty,  who.se  only  oliject  is  to  tell  tlie  truth,  in  the  derisicn 
of  a  court  of  justice  — and  tlien  left  the  man  of  law  to  console 
himself.” 


A  TRAVELLER'S  STORY  ! 


On  the  sea  coast  of  Florida,  abouniTlng  in  oysters  and  crabs 
tliese  two  marine  nations  earry  on  hostilities  ao^ainst  each  other  in 
a  manner,  I  believe,  never  noticed  in  any  otljei  place  The  oysters 
actually  feed  on  the  spawn  or  young  of  the  crab,  by  closing  on  tliem 
as  they  pass,  and  detainino'  them  till  they  a.  e  digested.  And  the 
o!dei‘  crabs,  as  if  in  revenue  for  the  murder  ol  tlieir  clLpiintr,  (’•  e- 
(jucntly  regale  tlieniselves  on  young  ovstms.  iiut  the  crab  in 
pUi.  knig  out  (be  ovster  liom  I  etween  the  shells  !s  lr<(|uentiy 
himself  caught,  and  il  the  ovster  be  larg^  and  strong  enough,  he  is 
deixsned  by  the  claw  until  be  consents  to  part  with  it  or  [leriihes. 
So  tjiat  vvlien  the  oy^>te:’  has  attained  Jts  tul!  growth  and  strength, 
the  crab  is  compelled  to  have  resouice  to  stratagem  unparaileied 
perhaps  in  the  history  of  fisli  and  in  which  I  would  liave  put  no 
faith  had  f  not  iieen  an  eve  wdiiv’^s  of  the  lact  several  limes.  Tlie 
oyster  lying  as  u  ma!  with  his  siiell  witle  op'cn,  the  crab  approacro’s 
siyly  w'lfh  a  p^^ldile  or  mU'^cie  in  oi.e  rl  »tv  claws,  tliis  pebble  or 
muscle  IS  su  idenlv  thrust  into  the  open  mouth,  of  tlie  oyster,  whicli 
is  thus  prevented  bom  sluitting  clu.'e.  The  i-rab  th.en,  with  great 
saug  fro'id  ava  Is  lilmsell  of  hi.-^  enemv's  emban  assment,  and  will* 
his  claws  pi'  ks  out  ti  e  n  eat  of  the  oyster  at  Ijis  leisure  from  h^*^ 
tween  the  distended  shtdi. 


I  have  heard  also  that  in  the  hay  ot  Apulaehi  on  the  same  coast, 
the  racoons  come  down  in  ^reat  numbers  to  t!ie  ?ea  side  at  low  wa- 
ter,  and  finding  the  oy&lers  open  upon  the  beach,  they,  with  ii 
sudden  jerk  ot*  the  paw,  wipe  the  men  l*;om  between  ilieshels 
very  adroitly,  before  the  poor  oyster  has  time  to  close  upon  him  ; 
of  this  sport,  or  perhaps  rather  of  tlie  fish,  the  racoons  are  so 
fond,  that  they  wade  out  some  distance  iiom  the  shore  in  pursuit 
of  their  prey.  And  it  frequently  happens,  that  eitlier  from  the 
toughness  of  the  oyster  or  tiie  want  o*  sufficient  celerity  in  the  ra¬ 
coons,  the  shell  closes  on  his  paw.  When  this  happens,  he  inevi¬ 
tably  perislies.  F\)r  the  oyster  is  fixed  fast  to  the  bed  below,  con¬ 
sisting  of  oysters  and  shells  Hinumerahle,  all  cemented  to  each 
other.  As  long  as  the  animal  struggles  the  oyster  holds  on  witli 
all  its  force  ;  the  tide  rises — and  the  racoon  is  drowned. 


LA  MAUPIN . ONE  OF  THE  PUPILS  OF  LI  LLL 

Til  S  S  extraordinary  S  YU KN  was  equally  fond  of  both  sexes, 
fouglit  and  loved  hke  a  man,  and  resisted  and  fell  like  a  woman. 
—  She  married  a  young  husband. ...ran  away  with  a  fencing  master, 
of  whom  she  learned  the  sm  all  sword,  and  became  an  excellent 
fencer.. ..soon  after  seduced  a  person  of  her  ou  w  sex. ...set  fire  to  the 

convent  in  which  the  giiTs  friends  had  confined  her _ carried  her 

off  in  triumph. ...was  condemned  to  die  for  this  offence,  but  escaped 
hv  tlie  le^torailon  of  the  young  woman  to  her  friends.. ..went  to 

Paris . became  an  opera  singer . caned  every  man  who  afl*»  onted 

her. ...killed  ihrte  in  duels... .and  after  other  adventures,  quitted  the 
stage... .was  seized  with  a  fit  of  devotion.  ..recalled  her  husband, 
and  passed  with  him  the  last  of  her  life  in  a  very  pious  manner, 
dying  in  1707,  at  the  age  of  t/urtij-four. 


THE  BO\\  El{  OF  FANCY. 


ns  DF.TEKMISISG  TO  PK.ID  NO  MORE  SOIEJ  n 

•  •  • 

IILNCE,  flattering  painters  of  delusive  scenes! 

Half  brothers  all  to  lying  poetasters  ; 

Is  (hen,  amusement  all  a  novel  means. 

And  does  not  llf(‘  possess  a  few  disasters  ? 

Hus  life  no  one  employment  hut  to  stray 

Near  yon  lone  woods,  and  Celia's  scorn  deplore? 

To  strain  the  sweet  guitar  the  live  long  day  ? 

Or  o'er  yon  pretty  bubbling  brook  to  pore 
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Do  lovers  only  then  our  jails  supply? 

Do  letters  i;all  alone  the  lover's  wrist  ? 

Do  lovers  only  hanij  on  trees  so  hinh  ? 

Are  lovers  only  in  the  bankrupt  list  ? 

No  more,  ye  scribblers,  mock  at  real  lile. 

Nor  tempt  our  lancies  by  your  suj^ar'cl  baits, 

But  leave  in  peace,  each  widow,  maid  and  wile. 

Nor  fire  their  brains — nor  raise  our  parish  rates, 

THE  RECAyTATION, 

FANCY  is  still  alive — 1  cannot  part  > 

With  the  feign’d  tale,  which  steals  upon  my  heart  . 
Nor  can  with  care  and  toil  oppress’d,  forego 
The  charms  of  Fielding,  Radclilfe,  Smith,  and  Co, 
Eife  has  so  many  crosses!  See  the  knave 
Reigns  paramount,  whilst  Virtue  is  his  slave  ! 

See  Fraud  piles  bags  which  Honesty  must  tjuit  .l 
See  well-dress'd  Folly  laughs  at  ragged  Wit  ! 

But  the  kind  Novelist  leads  Virtue's  sons 
Afar  from  luke  warm  fi  lends  and  red-hot  duns  ; 

And  scoundiels  o(  each  sex,  tlie  story  ended. 

Are  eitlier  liung'd,  iiiiprison’d,  or  amended! 


i'OR  THE  EMERALD. 


IMMORALITY^  in  any  shape  is  so  repugnant  to  the  princi¬ 
ples  of*  good  government,  so  deleterious  to  the  interest  ol  a  com¬ 
munity,  and  so  opposite  to  all  obligations,  whether  moral  or  spiri¬ 
tual,  that  to  suffer  its  influence  to  pervade  the  ranks  where  its 
contrary  course  should  he  manifested,  demands  an  exposure, 
which,  thou'^h  it  mav  not  have  an  immediate  tendency  to  remove 
the  cause,  will  serve  to  show  that  there  are  tho^e  who  cannot 
‘‘wink  at  its  ravages,”  but  would  wish  to  stay  its  progress  before 
it  arrives  to  that  height  when  hope  is  lost  m  despair. 

The  festivity  of  the  past  Season  was  observed  with  tliose  de¬ 
monstrations  of  pious  regard  to  the  day  which  ever  actuate  those 
who  know  that  their  Redeemer  liveth” — tin*  ejaculations  sent  uj) 
to  Heaven — the  invocations  to  the  Throne  ol  («iace — the  rich  and 
exuberant  emanations  tluit  sj>ontaneously  ilowed  from  the  sacred 
-  liar — the  pleasure  expressed  by*  the  eongi  (‘gations  with  respon¬ 
dent  sentiments — the  hilaritv  and  good  cheer  tliat  followed,  all 
served  to  evince  that  a  Paradise  may  be  enjoyed  on  earth  ;  and 
that  wh.Ie  Heaven’s  sacred  choir  were  ehauntmg  praises  in  h.onor 
of  Christianity's  natal  day,  the  frail  moitals  b(*low  were  engaged 
fur  as  Heaven’s  dispensation  would  permit. 


no 


'rriR  KMER  ATJ) 


To  reverse  tliis  scene,  atul  to  attend  to  the  oecupationb  which 
enijjaged  those  ot  the  volatile  part  of  the  community,  beoets  a  u> 
(Tret  which  can  only  be  counterbalanced  by  the  stings  oi  conscience 
\v  liich  now  (or  ouj;!u  to)  agitate  the  participators  who  promoted 
and  encouraged  the  brutal  scenes  that  took  place  on  b'ort  Defiance 
on  Christmas  day.  Figure  to  vourseit,  reader,  a  defenceless,  and 
almost  harmless  animal  chained  to  a  stake  In  an  open  bold,  sur 
rounded  by  some  hundreds  of  persons — carry  the  description 
farther,  and  view  four  or  five  ferocious  beasts  ‘attacking  him  with 

all  tlie  savageness  inherent  in  their  nature - riie  attack  begun, 

they  are  encouraged  by  fiends  in  liuman  shape  hy  loud  exdaina- 
tions  and  irnploiu  imprecations — tlie  poor  animal  defends  hlinsell 
with  those  powers  the  Cod  of  Nature  gave  him — he  exerts  them, 
but  those  exertions  only  tend  to  lengtlien  Ills  torments — as  his 
strength  decreases,  his  assailants  are  urged  on  with  redouhled  fury 
— The  exhaustc/d  animal  now  flics  to  that  resort  which  instinct 
gives  him  —his  plaintive  cries  rend  tlie  air — Ills  appeal  to  the  hearts 
of  his  persecutors  for  a  mitigation  of  their  excesses  is  displayed  in 
moans  which  shew  tlie  poignancy  of  his  tortures.  But,  “  tell  it 
not  in  (xath,  ])ublish  it  not  in  the  streets  of  Askelon,”  his  tormen¬ 
tors  hetrav  such  evident  signs  of  exultation,  such  enjoyment  in  the 
prolongation  of  the  victim’s  sufferings,  that  tlie  phllantliroplst  is 
led  to  conclude  the  order  of  nature  to  lie  reversed — that  all  plia¬ 
bility  in  the  liunian  system  is  clianged  to  a  hardnes  nearly  ada¬ 
mantine. 

To  cite  tlie  various  excesses  committed,  does  not  come  within 
llie  communicant’s  limits — Suffice  it  to  say,  that  humanity  recoils 
at  the  bloody  scenes  practised  on  that  day.  A  jubilee  of  gratitrde 
was  made  subservient  to  amusements^  at  which  the  infuriated  soul 
of  a  Nero  would  “  Iiave  grinn’da  ghastly  smile  and  which,  like¬ 
wise,  have  a  tendency  to  implant  in  untutored  minds  those  ‘‘  re 
linements  in  cruelty”  which  distinguished  a  Cataline. 

I'he  State  of  IM-aryland  has  always  stood  in  a  distinguished  at 
litude,  as  it  respects  the  learning,  genius  and  disposition  of  its  ci 
tizens: — their  urbanity,  their  meekness,  their  hospitality,  arc 
themes  of  praise  in  the  adjoining  states.  But  the  most  vitiated, 
forming  our  conlederative  system,  are  not  disgraced  by  the  detest¬ 
able  practice  of  lyuH  baiting  ; — And  sh.all  our  state,  which  arro 
gates  to  itself  a  pre-eminence  in  all  the  social  virtues,  he  disgra¬ 
ced  bv  a  repetition  of  the  subject  upon  which  we  have  animadvert 
ed?  W  e  ardently  hope  to  the  contrary. 

If,  then,  tliere  he  no  law,  whereby  a  stop  can  be  put  to  exhibi 
lions  (d  tills  nature,  let  our  legislature  remedy  the  evil  by  adopt 
ing  such  measures  as  will  have  a  salutary  effect. 


HOWARD. 


